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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS ON ALCOA PAYMENTS ABROAD 

1 . WASHINGTON POST MORNING JUNE 16 CARRIED STORY WHICH 
INTER ALIA IDENTIFIED JAMAICA AND AMBASSADOR DE ROULET AS 
COUNTRY AND AMBASSADOR REFERRED TO IN THE ALCOA SEC 
REPORT. 

2. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE POST STORY: THE STATE DEPT HAS 
BEGUN AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE REPORTED ROLE OF A US 
AMBASSADOR WHO ASKED THE ALUMINUM COMPANY OP AMERICA TO 
MAKE A DOES 25,000 PAYMENT TO A POLITICAL PARTY IN A FOR- 
EIGN COUNTRY. 

THE ALCOA PAYMENT WAS MADE IN 1971, ACCORDING TO A REPORT 
BY THE COMPANY TO THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION, 
AND WAS TO HAVE BEEN USED TO EXPLAIN TO CITIZENS OF THE 
COUNTRY THE ADVANTAGES OP US INVESTMENTS. 

NEITHER THE COMPANY NOR THE AMBASSADOR WERE NAMED IN THE 
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COMPANY'S REPORT TO THE SEC. ALCOA CLAIMED THE AMBASSADOR'S 
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ROLE WAS ONLY INCIDENTAL. 

YESTERDAY A STATE DEPT SPOKESMAN, WHILE REFUSING TO NAME 
THE AMBASSADOR OR THE COUNTRY, SAID AN INVESTIGATION WAS 
UNDER WAY. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS IDENTIFIED THE AMBASSADOR AS THE LATE 
VINCENT W. DE ROULET, WHO WAS ENVOY TO JAMAICA AT THE TIME. 

DE ROULET, A CALIFORNIA REAL ESTATE AND INVESTMENT BROKER, 
DIED LAST YEAR. THE AP REPORTED THAT THE DOES 25,000 
PAYMENT WAS WRITTEN TO THE ORDER OF THE RULING JAMAICAN 
PARTY, HEADED BY PRIME MINISTER MICHAEL MANLEY. 

DE ROULET WAS APPOINTED AMBASSADOR IN 1969 AND WAS 
MEMOVED IN MID- 1973 WHEN IT WAS ALLEGED HE WAS INTEREERING 
WITH JAMAICAN POLITICS. 

ALCOA'S REPORT SAID THAT "IN AN EFEORT TO OBTAIN A DEGREE 
OF CONFIDENTIALITY" THE PAYMENT WAS "BOOKED AS A MISCEL- 
LANEOUS EXPENSE OE A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY." 

ACCORDING TO ALCOA, IT NEVER LEARNED WHETHER THE DOES 
25,000 CASHIERS CHECK EVER WAS USED FOR THE ALLEGED EDUCA- 
TION PROGRAM. THE COMPANY SAID THE MONEY MIGHT HAVE 
ENDED UP AS A POLITICAL CONTRIBUTION. 

THE COMPANY ALSO MADE FOUR ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS TOTALING 
DOLS 25,000 TO OFEICIALS OF POLITICAL PARTIES OF THAT SAME 
COUNTRY, THE REPORT SAID. 

AND, IN 1972, THE ALCOA SENIOR MANAGEMENT AGAIN AUTHORIZED 
A POLITICAL CONTRIBUTION IN THE SAME COUNTRY, THIS TIME 
DOLS 5,000 OF COMPANY FUNDS. 

IN THAT SAME COUNTRY, A CONSULTANT WAS PAID DOLS 49,000 
OOEXPEDITE A CONSTRUCTION PROJECT. THE COMPANY SAID THAT 
SOME OF THE MONEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN USED TO BUY A CAR FOR A 
GOVT OFFICIAL. 
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IN ANOTHER FOREIGN COUNTRY, ALCOA AGREED TO CONTRIBUTE 
DOLS 25,000 TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEWSPAPER, 
ALLEGEDLY TO BALANCE THE VIEW OF A PAPER CONTROLLED BY THE 
PARTY IN POWER. 

BUT AN INVESTIGATION BY ALCOA REVEALED THAT THE NEWSPAPER 
WAS NEVER ESTABLISHED AND THE CONTRIBUTION WAS NEVER 
RETURNED. 
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THE ALCOA INVESTIGATION BEGAN IN JANUARY 1976 AFTER AN 
OFFICER OF A SUBSIDIARY REPORTED CERTAIN QUESTIONABLE 
FOREIGN SALES AND COMMISSION PRACTICES, ACCORDING TO THE 
COMPANY. AT THE SAME TIME, THE COMPANY'S AUDITORS, 

COOPERS & LYBRAND, RAISED SIMILAR QUESTIONS. 

AN INVESTIGATING TEAM VISITED A NUMBER OF THE COMPANY'S 
FOREIGN SUBSIDIARIES. SOME 50 DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AND 
EMPLOYEES WERE INTERVIEWED, ACCORDING TO ALCOA'S REPORT TO 
THE SEC. END TEXT. KISSINGER 
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